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Cost of attendance = $23,160
at $8.55/hour (minimum wage)

= 2,709 hours 
(52 hours/week)
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“There are millions of students out there who are making very painful 

trade offs in the purchase of learning materials relative to paying the 

rent, paying for basic needs, food, etc. We as an industry have chosen 

for a long time to basically ignore that—or have more or less been 

paying lip service to them.”
Michael Hansen, CEO, Cengage (2018)
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“The prices of textbooks themselves spun out of control over the last 10 

or 15 years.”
Scott Virkler, Chief Product Officer, McGraw Hill (2019)





Florida Virtual Campus. (2016). 2016 student textbook and course materials survey. Tallahassee, FL: Author.





83% of faculty agree that 

textbooks and course 

materials cost too much

https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology

https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology


Freeing the Textbook: Educational Resources in U.S. Higher Education, 2018,

Babson Survey Research Group (CC-BY-SA 4.0)

https://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/reports/freeingthetextbook2018.pdf
https://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/




First they ignore you

Then they ridicule you

Then they attack you

Finally they co-opt you

Commercial

publishers

OER





“Inclusive Access” is a problem 

masquerading as a solution



“Inclusive access”

on student agency



“The institution has a contract with Pearson that requires it to guarantee 
12,291 inclusive access enrollments in the 2019 calendar year. If Trident 
doesn’t meet that quota, the Post and Courier reported, Pearson can 
charge full price for the course materials.”

Source: 
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2019/3/6/18252322/college-textbooks-cost-expensive-pearson-cengage-mcgraw-hill

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/textbook-scam-alleged-in-federal-lawsuit-against-sc-s-biggest/article_d266c94a-262e-11e9-a6dd-ab6ac37fa3d1.html
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2019/3/6/18252322/college-textbooks-cost-expensive-pearson-cengage-mcgraw-hill


“Inclusive access”

on faculty agency



67% of faculty believe that 

“inclusive access” models limit 

their ability to choose the 

course materials they prefer
https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology

https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology


“Inclusive access”

on accessibility



“Inclusive access” is like 
leasing faulty fire extinguishers

from a serial arsonist
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70% of faculty strongly 

agree/agree that colleges 

should embrace OER

https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology

https://www.insidehighered.com/booklet/2018-survey-faculty-attitudes-technology




It’s not only about 

access to knowledge.

It’s about access to 
knowledge 

creation.
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Open

Pedagogy
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"France in 2000 year (XXI century). Future school." by Jean Marc Cote is in the Public Domain
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…it turns them into ‘containers’ to be ‘filled’ by the teacher. The more completely she 

fills the receptacles, the better a teacher she is. The more meekly the receptacles 

permit themselves to be filled, the better students they are.

Education thus becomes the act of depositing, in which the students are the 

depositories and the teacher is the depositor.

In the banking concept of education, knowledge is a gift bestowed by those who 

consider themselves knowledgeable upon those whom they consider to know 

nothing.

Paulo Freire, 1970, Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Photo by john foust on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/_RviMVR-3x8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@foustinthehouse?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Photo by Curtis MacNewton on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/vVIwtmqsIuk?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/calendar?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText






http://opentextbc.ca/socialpsychology
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A. Wesolek, A. Langley, & 

J. Lashley (Eds.),

OER: A Field Guide for 

Academic Librarians.

Pacific Grove: Pacific 

University Press.

https://commons.pacificu.edu/pup/3/

https://commons.pacificu.edu/pup/3/


bit.ly/openbookproject







Increasing access is NOT
the same as lowering cost





“If we emphasize the consequences of differential access, we see one facet of the 

digital divide; if we ask about how these consequences are produced, we are asking 

about digital redlining”

Chris Gilliard & Hugh Culik, 2016, Digital Redlining, Access, and Privacy
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There is no such thing as harmless collection of data.

Or benevolent collection of data. Much of what we collect could be used in ways we 

do not want it to be used, to harm or imperil our students.

This disproportionately affects our most vulnerable students. Low-income students, 

students of color, LGTBQ+ students, students who are immigrants…their data are 

most at risk to surveillance, discrimination. And many of our vulnerable students are 

less likely to have experience with digital literacy skills.

Amy Collier, 2017, Platforms in Education: A Need for Criticality and Hope
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Whose labour is involved?

• Invisibility of labour in OER

• Lack of rewards and absence of 
protection

• Taking advantage of free labour
from students

(Crissinger, 2015)

Whose voices are excluded?

• Moving beyond a North-South 
information flow (Crissinger, 
2015)

• Representation

• Implicit creative redlining 
(Jhangiani, 2018)

“To borrow language from Audrey Watters (2015), I believe that OER do 
not “magically flatten hierarchies” (slide 9). They are produced, used, 
and shaped by important historical and cultural contexts. Free and 
unrestricted access to OER is just one step in improving education, not 
the primary solution.”

http://hackeducation.com/2015/04/08/inequalities/


“Social justice as “parity of participation” (2005, p. 73), as both an outcome where 
“all the relevant social actors […] participate as peers in social life” and a process in 
which procedural standards are followed “in fair and open processes of 
deliberation” (Fraser, 2005, p. 87).

However, both these outcomes and processes can be socially unjust in three ways, 
which Fraser terms: (1) economic maldistribution; (2) cultural misrecognition; and 
(3) political misframing.”





RESPECT

RECIPROCATE

RISK

REACH

RESIST

5Rs

Open Pedagogy
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